Travellers in India

on the sea border of India proper, and on many
of the Inland kingdoms of Southern India; but,
as has been intimated before, it is only in con-
nection with the kingdoms of Calicut and
Vijayanagar that a detailed analysis of their
accounts repays the trouble. It will be conve-
nient first to review their evidence for Calicut.

When Vasco da Gama reached India in 1498
he found that Calicut, the name of which port
was well known in Europe., was the greatest
commercial city in Southern India. Upon the
profits derived from its prominent position in
the commercial world its king had grown rich,
and the city, which was one of a number of city
states along the Malabar coast, had grown
powerful; while, that the goose which was
responsible for the golden eggs might not be
strangled, moderate customs, absolute religious
toleration, and perfect security of person
and property, were the fortunate lot of the
foreign merchants at Calicut. The natural
result had followed. To quote the words which
Camoens put into the mouth of a Moslem
speaker,

Wealth has flowed
From commerce with the world, in heaps they pile

All that the seas can bring from China and the Nile.*

The Samorin of Calicut was perfectly sincere,
in all probability, in his protestations of friend-
ship and welcome to the Portuguese on their

* Duff's Translation,
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